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Long Lake Improvement and Sanitation Association (LLISA) has several projects in motion and is always in need of volun-teers. While membership is critical to the success of our organization, please consider ways you might be able to contribute time or expertise to support Long Lake. Here are some highlights of current projects.   Baxter’s NPDES Permit 
 Baxter’s waste water treatment plant at their Round Lake facility continues to be a significant ecological concern to Long Lake. Over the last 40 years, the IEPA has granted Baxter a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES permit to dump their treated wastewater into the Squaw Creek watershed that flows directly into Long Lake.  The IEPA has issued Baxter numerous permit violations over the years. Newer violations charge that Baxter’s wastewater exceeded pollutant levels regulated by the IEPA. We took action in the summer of 2016 when LLISA and Long Lake resi-dents wrote letters to the IEPA and worked with local and state government officials to voice our concern. LLISA repre-sentatives also met with Baxter in the fall of 2016 to voice our concerns directly. Since that time, Baxter has met with Lakes Region Sanitary District, Fox Lake, Round Lake and Lake County to investigate a public sewer connection, but the process is slow and Baxter has not yet committed to a connection.   LLISA has publicly stated that Baxter must connect to the public sewer. Since Baxter’s NPDES permit is up for renewal in 2018, this is a critical time to make our message heard. For more information and to learn how you can help see the Baxter article inside.  Phosphorus/Bluegreen algae – Sierra Club 
 Long Lake also has internal environmental concerns. High levels of phosphorus lead to blue-green algae, a potentially toxic organism that threatens public health, lake ecosystems, and the recreational value of our waters.   While blue-green algae was less prevalent in 2016 as compared to 2015, the lake still experienced significant blooms in the late summer/fall. In response, LLISA has partnered with the local branch of Sierra Club and participated in several collab-orative meetings over the winter. We are very excited to have the support of Sierra Club and the resources they bring. If you are interested in learning more or want to be more active in this area please see the Sierra Club article inside. 
 Lake Management Plan 
 While there are a variety of government organizations tasked with oversight and environmental conservation of Long Lake, we do not have a coordinated strategy to address lake specific management issues. It is up to us, as homeowners and resi-dents, to take the lead on coordinating these efforts. Therefore LLISA is initiating a committee to write our own lake man-agement plan.  A lake management plan is a dynamic document that can encompass anything from a plan to control an invasive species to watershed management. Our lake management plan will provide a framework for current and future LLISA boards to identify priorities, establish potential solutions, and document the success of prior efforts.  LLISA is committed to writing a lake management plan specific to our needs and concerns. If you are interested in the long term health of Long Lake, please consider working with us to create this very important document. For more infor-mation or to learn how to get involved contact LLISA President RJ Ringa at rjringa@yahoo.com.  

Letter From the President - RJ Ringa 
April 2017 
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Long Lake - Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program 
RJ Ringa will spend another year collecting data for the Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP). For the first time, this includes all three tiers of the national lake monitoring program: tier 1 – water clarity, tier 2 – water chemistry, and tier 3 dissolved oxygen and chlorophyll. We are very fortunate to have this opportunity; this year, tier 3 is available to only 4 lakes in the entire state. Tier 3 is more labor intensive, but also provides higher quality data, especially important given recent blue-green algae blooms that occur on Long Lake.  
Tier 3 collects: 
1. A bottom water sample in addition to 

a surface sample. 
2. Chlorophyll samples at three sites. 
3. Dissolved oxygen profiles at 3 sites 
Data is collected from May through Octo-ber and is submitted to the IEPA in Springfield. This data is then used to in-form lake management decisions and can help us better understand the environ-mental health of our waters.  
The chart to the right shows VLMP water clarity going back to 1994. Of particular note from 2016 is the record 148 inches of water clarity observed in spring 2016. That is over 12 feet. Greatest clarity is typically found in the spring. Water clarity tends to decrease in the summer as warmer weather and increased sunshine promotes algae growth and increased boat traffic leads to greater turbidity.  
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In Memoriam . . . 
Judith Kuehn 

April 24, 1942 - May 25, 2016  
Bill Kercher 

March 5, 1937 - July 11, 2016 
Meg Sundberg 

January 7, 1919 - September 13, 2016 
Robert J. Ringa, Jr. 

September 23, 1949 - November 10, 2016 
Willie Frazee 

June 14, 1953 - March 10, 2017 

Venetian night! 
Please join us in celebrating Independence Day! This year’s parade will take place on Saturday, July 1, 2017. 
Decorate and illuminate those boats and meet us at the entrance to Squaw Creek on Long Lake’s west side a bit before sundown.  

Board of Director Notes 
As announced last fall, Miranda Ripley is stepping down after serving for 9 years. Miranda has been an incredibly ver-satile board member who has contributed as treasurer, secre-tary, fundraising chair, centennial celebration chair, and most recently as membership chair. Her dedication and hard work will be missed and tough to replace. Thank you, Miranda, for all you have done! 
Andrew Ringa will also be stepping down from his board position, but will continue his volunteer role as webmaster. Andrew has been critical in communications, not only via the web and email blasts, but also as editor of the annual newslet-ter. Thank you, Andrew! 
Peg Toomey is a long-time LLISA member and has been vol-unteering since last summer. Peg has a background in infor-mation technology and is a strong environmental steward of the lake. She is particularly concerned about Baxter’s impact and has been working as a board member through the winter to fight for Baxter’s connection to the sewer system. She has also coordinated the lake clean up scheduled for June 17. Peg decided to leave the board in April. Thank you for your work! 
Joe Popeck will be joining the board in 2017. Joe has experi-ence in land management and environmental engineering and will be a valuable asset to our organization. He is interested in water quality issues and maintaining a lake we can all enjoy. Joe has already started his volunteer work for 2017 by attend-ing the Illinois Lakes Management Association’s annual con-ference. Joe attended the lake management plan workshop and will be sitting on the committee to write Long Lake’s plan. 
Finally, LLISA by-laws allow for a maximum of 10 directors at 
large to serve one year terms.  Directors are responsible for 
electing officers: president, vice-president, secretary and treas-
urer.  Currently we have 7 directors for 2017. Anyone interest-
ed in serving as a director is encouraged to write a letter of 
interest and submit to President, RJ Ringa.   

IMPORTANT - BOAT HOIST POLICY 
 To prevent injury to people and damage to the hoists, the following rules MUST be followed: 
 · 3500 lbs max weight, 1850 lbs max concentrated load on either hoist · 102" max beam · All people must exit the boat and use extreme caution when operat-

ing the hoists 



 

 

Fishing Hole News 
LLISA’s fish stocking plan continues to be the same with 250 walleye, 43 north-ern pike and 20 pure musky being stocked in fall 2016. The stocking is done with recommendations from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and Richmond Fisheries for a lake of our size and structure. Medium to large size fingerlings are stocked due to their better survival rates and the goal of providing a better fishery. 
The most recent Illinois DNR Fish Survey conducted in May of 2016 shows a successful trend in predator / prey relationships, with 73 largemouth bass caught in 60 minutes of electrofishing for a catch rate of 1.2 fish per minute. The goal is 1 bass per minute. Furthermore, the quality of bass collected was good and suffi-cient predation is present in the lake to balance high reproducing forage species. 

Forty- five of the bass collected were at least 12” long and sexually mature and data shows the largemouth bass is not expe-riencing significant harvest. 220 fish and fifteen different species were caught in the one hour of electrofishing. 
The IDNR fish study team was so pleased with the study that they planned on coming back out to Long Lake over the summer months to spend more time with their friends and family fishing! We cannot stress the importance of following the Illinois DNR creel and size limits. Please practice catch and release on Long Lake! 
Additional fish fund donations are being made locally from Pickerel Point Association Members. Thank you for keeping our lake stocked. We will continue our local fish fund donation program and are open to suggestions. 

Sierra Club Comes to Long Lake 
Many thanks go out to Gloria Charland, a longtime resident and LLISA member, who is on the executive committee of the local Woods and Wet-lands Chapter of the Illinois Sierra Club.  
After experiencing Long Lake’s struggles with blue-green algae Mrs. Charland worked to connect LLISA and Sierra Club to further investi-gate the causes and solutions to our most pressing environmental con-cern: elevated phosphorus and associated blue-green algae blooms. Si-erra Club is one of the largest and most influential environmental groups to focus on local and national issues. Sierra Club’s stated goal to explore, enjoy and protect the planet is in line with LLISA’s and we are proud to have them as an ally.  
Sierra Club’s Evan Craig (chairman), Jim Bland (water quality biolo-gist), and Cindy Skukrud (Clean Water Program Director) have spent many hours learning about Long Lake, meeting with LLISA, and advo-cating on our behalf to local and state government agencies, including the IEPA. LLISA has benefited from Sierra Club’s expertise in public policy, lake biology, and grant funding sources. Sierra Club has a large net-work of environmental professionals who have been more than generous in donating their time and energy to support Long Lake.  
We are very thankful for all Sierra Club has done to support Long Lake and look forward to working with the local Woods and Wetlands Chapter. Please consider becoming a Sierra Club member to support all they do. For more information: www.sierraclub.org/illinois/woods-wetlands 
Many thanks to all the Sierra Club members and executives who have participated in our winter meetings: 
Evan Craig – Executive Committee Chairman   Gloria Charland – Executive Committee Jim Bland – Water Quality Specialist Cindy Skukrud – Clean Water Program Director 

Susan Pryibl – Sierra Club and LLISA member Grant Benjamin – Sierra Club and LLISA member Sharon Becker – Sierra Club and LLISA member 



 

 

2016 LLISA Members 
Thank you for your support! 

If you see an error in the above membership list, please contact Ryan Ripley at ryan@llisa.org 
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Sustaining members ($40 - $69) 

Regular Members (under $40) 
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